the National Rehabilitation Association
promoting the ethical and state of the art

practice in rehabilitation

RESOLUTION

Whereas, Certified Rehabilitation Counselors not only meet but exceed the academic requirements of their peers in the other counseling professions; 
Whereas, Certified Rehabilitation Counselors have the requisite body of knowledge for counseling professions, but in addition have a specialized knowledge of disabilities; INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO, mental health, chemical dependency, post-traumatic stress disorder, autism, issues associated with transition of students with disabilities, as well as orthopedic and neurological disorders; 
Whereas, Certified Rehabilitation Counselors are required to maintain their licensure by continuing education to include advances in their profession in the areas of assistive technology and have increased awareness of trends and rehabilitation;

WHEREAS, other counseling professions are often granted licensure by the States heretofore denied Rehabilitation Counselors; 
WHEREAS, States are required to meet the Comprehensive System of Personnel Development (CSPD) standards under the Rehabilitation Act for their certification as Rehabilitation Counselors; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the National Rehabilitation Association urges the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA), as the enforcement agency of the CSPD standards, to insist upon STATES LICENSING CERTIFIED REHABILIATION COUNSELSORS AS THEY DO OTHER COUNSELING PROFESSIONS and the licensing provisions be a part of the CSPD standards where licensing of Certified Rehabilitation Counselors does not exist, and that a Liaison Relationship/Task Force be established between the National Rehabilitation Association and RSA to address this issue for the advancement of the certified rehabilitation counselor and the recognition of their credentials in each State.
ADOPTED BY THE NRA BOARD OF DIRECTORS, JULY 25, 2010

